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The scope of this project was to connect the parks in Ortonville. This connection did not necessarily have to be with physical paths,
but some way to give the parks throughout the city a common identification piece.
This design was driven by the locations of various land uses in and around Ortonville. Land use variety makes Ortonville unique as
it shapes the city’s identity. The goal is to capitalize on these aspects while also connecting the parks in a way that is easily identifiable
for its users.
VISION STATEMENT
Design park insertions that enhance park users’ experience while helping them to observe and appreciate the various land uses that
surround them

PROJECT BACKGROUND
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RESEARCH FRAMEWORK
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When visiting Ortonville, the first thing that was noticed was the variety of land uses; aquatic, developed, forested, and agricultural (as shown above).
The aquatic life that forms the edge of Ortonville creates a very unique atmosphere and experience. The various groupings of trees throughout the city
create interesting and beautiful spaces with many breathtaking views. These beautiful and interesting views drove the initial research framework. The
reasons why the vegetation and land uses in and around Ortonville were looked at more in-depth.
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MINNESOTA DOMINANT SUBSOILS
The subsoils of Minnesota were looked at to gain a better understanding of why certain land uses exist where they do.
Inceptisols - Soil that is typically found in colder environments as well as within glacial deposits.
Mollisols - Soil commonly associated with grasslands and agriculture; it is fertile, dark, and rich.
Alfisols - Soil most commonly found within forested areas and do not contain much organic matter due to a
considerable amount of weathering.
Entisols- These soils typically develop from wind, water, and ice erosion deposition and are not typically
supportive of cropland or forests.
Histosols - Soils that are not conducive to draining. These soils tend to be typically associated with wetland
areas.

RESEARCH
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PRIMARY MINNESOTA LAND USE
It is apparent that the dominant soil orders in Minnesota dictate the prominent land use throughout the state. The
green portion of the map indicates areas primarily covered with vegetation such as forests and herbaceous wetlands.
The brown section shows the locations of agricultural land such as row crops and hay/pasture. Lastly, the blue
portrays the location of lakes and other wetlands throughout the state.
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MINNESOTA WETLAND LOSS
This map from the Minnesota River Basin Data Center depicts the percentage of wetlands lost in four primary land
usage zones. A large amount (more than 90%) of the prairie wetlands have drained, thus amounting to about
2-3 million acres of eliminated historic prairie wetlands.
This is an issue that must be addressed. In order to emphasize the beauty of land use transition zones, there must be
some element in place that gets users involved so they notice these transitions. This project aims to spark an
interest in its users to encourage them to notice the effects of human impact on nature. The first step is
acknowledgment; from there these diverse locations will not be taken for granted.

RESEARCH
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ORTONVILLE LAND USE
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The land use immediately surrounding Ortonville is shown via these two maps (left and above). It is interesting to
see that the four land uses join at a variety of different places surrounding Ortonville. This information was then
used to determine threshold points where there were strong buffers connecting different land uses.

LAND USE
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Transparent white boxes indicate the strongest points at which the most land uses join together. At most of these
locations, agriculture, vegetation, aquatic, and developed land join together. It is interesting that most of these
thresholds are the current location of many city owned parks within Ortonville. This fact inspired the design for
this project as it works to not only connect Ortonville’s parks, but also the land use that enhances the city’s charm.
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After the primary threshold locations were determined, each park was looked at more in-depth. After discovering
that there were parks at most threshold points, the strongest land use transition points were determined for each
park. These points also currently serve as naturally existing entrances and exits.

LAND USE THRESHOLDS
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CENTRAL PARK
LOCATION
3rd Street Northwest & Jefferson Avenue
ADJACENT LAND USES
Forest/Vegetation & Developed
EXISTING FEATURES
The primary feature within Central Park is the cobblestone pathway, steps, and bridge that leads over the creek that runs through the park. The rest of
the park is open green space and various vegetation.
DESIGN
The primary focus of this location is the restoration of bridge, steps, and path. The steps and path are to be resurfaced as concrete in order to create a
safer experience. The cobblestone on the bridge is to main the same with a few small repairs. The pathway leading to the steps should be extended to
lead through the park to the different surrounding land uses and is to meet with existing sidewalks nearby.
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CENTRAL PARK
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CENTRAL PARK
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The park naming throughout Ortonville’s park
system is suggested to emulate the sign shown to
the left. The proposed design comes from Impact
Designs. 1/2” thick stainless steel letters in
lowercase Optima font are to be used as signage
for all the parks throughout Ortonville. This will
create a easily recognizable and connected park
system.

Material/Design Connections
Seating Walls

The image above shows the proposed
renovations to the existing bridge, steps, and
path. Concrete is proposed to replace the
existing cobblestone in order to create a safer
experience for visitors

Central Park, Lakeside Park, and Neilson Park include a seating wall that very closely
resemble each other. This is a simple element that can really tie parks together as the materials
are the same and the font of the park name is the same. In other parks, this structure could
also be used as a retaining wall if necessary. Cobblestone is used on the side of the wall to tie
the existing architecture found in Central Park to the other parks. The seat of the wall will be
constructed of the same concrete that is to be used for the pathways.

Park Identification Signage

Each park includes 3-dimensional text on a structure in the park in order to tie the park
identification together. In parks that include seating walls, the text should be installed here in
order to create a easily recognizable signage system.

Central Park Bridge and Steps Renovation (Existing Stone)

The cobblestone steps in Central Park are currently uneven and unsafe. In order to blend the
old with the new and maintain the historic charm, it is suggested that the steps and path on the
bridge be changed to concrete; the same concrete used for the pathways in the other parks. The
cobblestone is to remain as in its current state with a few minor repairs.
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LAKESIDE PARK
LOCATION
315 Madison Ave
ADJACENT LAND USES
Aquatic, Forest/Vegetation, & Developed
EXISTING FEATURES
Currently, Lakeside park has picnic shelters, a small dock, some seating area, and large open space next to Big Stone Lake.
DESIGN
The proposed design for this site includes a concrete path, seating wall, dock, and in-dock hammock. The concrete path will lead from the existing
bike path to the south and will split off to meet existing sidewalks. The location of this installment will also act as a welcome point and significant
transition as visitors enter Ortonville from Big Stone City.
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LAKESIDE PARK
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LAKESIDE PARK
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Dock Hammock

Material/Design Connections

The Lakeside Park structure includes a dock and a built in hammock where children can roll
around and get a closer look at the water below. This will also be a relaxing element where all
visitors are welcome to lay back and read a book or simply take in the nature around them.

Pathways

The pathways throughout the park system are suggested to be a light colored concrete as
shown in the image to the left. This addition of repeated colored concrete will simply connect
the parks into which it is installed.

Seating Wall (pg 14)
Dock/Boardwalk Materials (pg 26)
Park Identification Signage (pg 14)
Existing Stone (pg 14)
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NEILSON PARK
LOCATION
Park Avenue North
ADJACENT LAND USES
Aquatic (near), Forest/Vegetation, & Developed
EXISTING FEATURES
Neilson Park is located at the top of the hill and consists of primarily open green space. There is a stone archway and a small shelter located here.
DESIGN
A boardwalk will be installed to connect the park to the forested hill. The design shows the primary boardwalk location and structure along with 3
bench swings. In order to adequately connect this structure to the forested hill adjacent to it, steps should be installed leading up the hill to the
boardwalk.
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NEILSON PARK
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NEILSON PARK
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Material/Design Connections
Dock/Boardwalk Materials

The boardwalk located in Neilson Park will correlate with the dock structure in Lakeside park.
Throughout the rest of the parks this wood should be used for any wooden structures that may
be installed in order to maintain material cohesion.

Bench Swings

The structure in Neilson Park includes 3 wooden swings where visitors can stop and take in
the nature around them, just as with the structure in Lakeside Park. The vertical posts of the
bench swing structure will include the cobblestone that is seen on the bridge, steps, and
seating wall in Central Park as well as on the seating wall in Lakeside Park.

Existing Stone (pg 14)
Pathways (pg 20)
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