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PROJECT OVERVIEW
The scope of this project was to connect the parks in Ortonville. This connection did not necessarily have to be with
physical paths, but some way to give the parks throughout the city a common identification piece.
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This design was driven by the locations of various land uses in and around Ortonville. Land use variety makes Ortonville
unique as it shapes the city’s identity. The goal is to capitalize on these aspects while also connecting the parks in a way
that is easily identifiable for its users.

VISION STATEMENT
Design common insertions that enhance the experiences of park users while helping them to observe and appreciate the
various land uses that surround them and are unique to Ortonville
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RESEARCH FRAMEWORK
When visiting Ortonville, the first thing that was noticed was the variety of land uses; aquatic, developed, forested, and
agricultural (as shown above). The aquatic life that forms the edge of Ortonville creates a very unique atmosphere and
experience. The various groupings of trees throughout the city create interesting and beautiful spaces with many
breathtaking views. These beautiful and interesting views drove the initial research framework. The reasons why the
vegetation and land uses in and around Ortonville were looked at more in-depth.

DESIGN OVERVIEW
The proposed design includes three primary materials; cobblestone, colored concrete, and wood. These materials are used
in different ways throughout the three different park designs. The primary focus of each design was to connect the
existing land uses surrounding the park at hand. Preliminary structure concepts were developed by taking a ribbon of
paper and folding it in a variety of ways. This paper ribbon was manipulated and altered in order to create the main form
of what came to be the final structural design for each park. The structure elements were chosen based on the strengths
and limitations of the site, its characteristics, and user demographics.

ORTONVILLE LAND USE
While visiting Ortonville, it was noticed that there are transitions to a variety of land uses in a small distance. Ortonville seemed to be a point where agricultural, forested, aquatic,
and developed land met. The goal of this project is to capitalize on this fact and to enhance these thresholds between the land uses.
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Lakeside Park is located on the
edge of the developed land as well
as a large aquatic zone (shown left).
Lakeside Park is one of the most
dominant buffers between the
developed land and Big Stone Lake.
A proposed structure including a
concrete pathway, seating wall, and
a dock with a built in hammock
will bring new life to the space as
visitors are drawn to the site.

LAKESIDE PARK TRANSITION ZONES
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LAKESIDE PARK STRUCTURE LOCATION

NEILSON PARK

ORTONVILLE THRESHOLDS

Neilson Park is surrounded by
developed land as well as some
vegetative/forested land (shown
left). The most dominant locations
of these transitions is shown with
white lines. This information was
then used in the image to the right
to determine where the built
structure was to be located.

It was found that many of the natural transition zones between thes different land uses were located
where there is an existing park, or one in very close proximity.

NEILSON PARK TRANSITION ZONES
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NEILSON PARK STRUCTURE LOCATION

CENTRAL PARK
Central Park is surrounded by
developed land as well as some vegetative/forested land (shown left).
This park is nestled into the foot of
a hill. The site’s topography creates
an interesting location that could
be better utilized. By adding a
concrete pathway leading down to
the bridge, a seating wall, and
restoring the existing bridge and
steps many more users could be
drawn to this space.

MASTER PLAN: PARKS & TRANSITION ZONES
The above map shows the location of the existing parks throughout Ortonville. Natural thresholds
between land uses are indicated with white lines. This discovery was then used to decide where to locate
the built structure that will connect Ortonville’s parks.
The three parks that were looked at in depth for this project are Neilson Park, Central Park, and Lakeside
Park. The images to the right indicate where the natural transitions between land uses lie within each
space. The images to the far right indicate the location of the built structures. These locations were
chosen because they were the strongest points within each park where the different land uses met.

CENTRAL PARK TRANSITION ZONES
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LAKESIDE PARK
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CENTRAL PARK STRUCTURE LOCATION
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