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Intro
Intro
This semester the Professional Practice class at SDSU
was tasked with the task of developing a plan to
connect greenspaces throughout Ortonville, MN.
Connecting the greenspaces whether it was a physical connection or through a representation.
The requirements for this class were to ﬁnd three
threshholds throughout Ortonville and focus on how
the city could connect those threshholds. In Ortonville there are many different opportunities for success and improvement. Locating and harnessing
the strengths of the city of Ortonville was a major
contributer to the overall goal of the project.
This project overall was a challenge for the class and
as a whole the class came up with a couple different directions that the city of Ortonville could go
with.
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The city of Ortonville and Big Stone City are separated
by both a political line as well as a physical land feature.
This is where the problem lies, these two communities
have many differences although they are only separated
by one mile of road. Ortonville and Big Stone City have
competed against eachother in different activities and at
different ages. Political differences also exist between the
two communities as well as the two states. Though there
are many differences in the two communities, in my initial
mapping of the Ortonville and Big Stone Lake Community
I found that these two communities, although separated
by a political border, can greatly help each other and
seeking to ﬁnd a way to do this through the process of
design.
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The ﬁrst transition area I noticed was based on
the City of Ortonville’s main business district. By
researching further into the City of Big Stone and
found where the two cities business districts were
located and how they related to each other. One
thing that was noticed about Ortonville’s business
district was that the city relies heavily on the ability
to attract people to the down town area.

From the business district I ventured outward and
discovered another transition area in Ortonville.
This next transition area contained a lot of residential area as well as some parks systems such as
Central Park and Lakeside Park. Big Stone City’s
residential area was also compared with Ortonville’s rsidential area.
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Branching out from the residential area another transition
evolved around where the marina, banks, and subway.
This is where the commercial area of Ortonville starts to become closer to the City of Big Stone’s relationship.

This area which is what I will refer to as the rural area with
un-occupied land and little crop land. The rural area also
seems to start to relate to the City of Big Stone as well
which is where I would like to focus much of this design
programming.

4

Transitions
Transitions
5

Some of the criteria of this assignment included ﬁnding three transition areas, connecting green spaces
through out Ortonville, and provide research and
analysis to the project site. Looking at the design
process one transition area that I focused on was
the transition from Big Stone City to Ortonville. Using
the information I gathered with the transition areas
such as business to residential and commercial to
rural I decided to put my main focus of the rural area
where Big Stone City and Ortonville meet. From
there I had to ﬁnd two more opportunities to transition into Ortonville. These areas are highlighted in
yellow. The ﬁrst Highlighted area is where the Border
Walk is located which is directly where that political
boundary separates the two great communities.
The second highlighted area is a cross walk that
would connect the Ortonville Trail to the Border Walk
system. This creates a safe and effective way for
people to get to and from the Border Walk to Ortonville’s park systems. The third highlighted area is the
transition area from The cross walks to Cliffs Park. The
main focus of this transition is to connect Ortonville
Trail to the inner part of the city. Through connecting
Cliffs Park we could also connect the trail system to
Central Park, which is the last highlighted are on this
graphic. Through this design I have made it a point
to connect Big Stone City to Ortonville through the
use of Ortonville’s trail system.

Transitions
Transitions

Current view of crosswalk looking from West to East towards 2nd Street. This is a high trafﬁc area due to a highway.

This is an edited view of the corner of US HWY 12 looking
East towards 2nd Street. This is a major corner for connecting the Ortonville Trail system to the inner part of the
city.
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Current view of crosswalk running from Southwest
to Northeast located on 2nd Street SE to Minnesota
Street S.

Edited View of Crosswalk running from Southeast to
Northeast located on 2nd Street SE to Minnesota
Street S. This would make the corner a much safer
crossing area for users of the Ortonville Trail. Elevating the crosswalk to make a speed bump in addition to the pedestrian lights would make the crossing even more safe.
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The overall master plan shows the path of the Border
Walk connecting to the Ortonville Trail system. By connecting the trail system to the Border Walk this will connect the City of Ortonville to the City of Big Stone in the
most unique way possible. I have also provided come
view sheds that are identiﬁed by the dashed lines. These
view sheds create a wonderfull experience as you move
through the design. It was a main goal of mine to create
an experience that both Ortonville and Big Stone would
like to share. Connecting the Ortonville Trail System to the
rest of the city would be a major accomplishment that
would pay major dividends in the future by creating accessibility throughout the entire city.
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View shed created to
show off lake shore to
Big Stone City.
You Can also see to railing system of the Border
Walk which also follows
the direct line of the

Perspective showing the
potential seating and
overhead structure for
the Border Walk. The
view is also directly parallel with the Minnesota/
South Dakota border.

Showing the over head
structure where visitors
can also go to get a
vantage point over both
the Ortonville and Big
Stone City side of the

A great view of the
shoreline of Ortonville
showing off the cities’
potential as well as highlighting the oldest park in
Ortonville (Central Park).

Using this method of the
board walk makes the
user cross the border
multiple times and interact with the political
line in unique way.

This view provides an opportunity to be directly
on the Border of the two
great states.

View
PlanPlan
View
In plan view this project shows off its true shape and focuses on the border. Users will experience the border by crosing multiple times from one side to the other. They will also
be able to go into the wall as well as on top of the wall.
The top of the wall gives the viewer a nice overview of the
lake and vantage points to both communities. This design
is meant to bring both Big Stone City and Ortonville to a
common area and experience the Border Walk together.
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The Border Walk’s view
on Ortonville’s side of
the political boundary

A look at the view from
inside the wall.

A look at the top of the
Border Walk out into Big
Stone Lake.

A look at the intersection where the Boarder
Walk turns and connects to the Ortonville
Trail.

A look out into the Big
Stone Lake from the Big
Stone City’s side of the
Border Walk.

This is a bird’s eye view
of the Border Walk looking towards the start of
the walk.

Looking at this perspective you can see where
the Border Walk goes
towards Ortonville.

This perspective shows
the view from the end
of the Border Walk towards the main walkway.
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The form composition of the Border Walk shows how the meandering walk moves the user through the site and interact
with the border itself.

A sketch of the design started at an early stage and slowly
progressed to the design that has been displayed.

